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PRESIDENT’S PAGE 


By the time the present issue of The Michigan Librarian appears 
in print most librarians will have already learned that the legislature 
voted to continue State Aid for libraries for the coming year. This 
action of the legislature was opposed strenuously by the administra- 
tion, the budget director, and part at least of the House Ways and 
Means Committee. That the amendment continuing State Aid was 
pushed through, was due largely, if not almost entirely, to the efforts 
of the Legislative Committee under the able chairmanship of Miss 
Virginia Summers. Credit for this victory should go to them. If 
all committees (and all Association members) worked as hard and as 
intelligently as this particular committee, we should soon have some 
worth-while accomplishments to report. 





A detailed statement of the legislative campaign will be found 
elsewhere in the present issue. Some remarks of the chairman, Miss 
Summers, need to be reiterated. Victory this year does not mean 
victory next year—in fact, it is fairly clear that State Aid on the basis that we have had it in 
the past few years will end when the present appropriation expires. Hereafter, most libraries will 
have to depend on their local units for support, and it is not too early for librarians to lay their 
plans for securing their rightful share of local tax moneys. 


Plans are already on foot to draft a revised State Aid program which will have some chance 
of getting legislative approval. Probably the most that we can expect will be aid to certain 
classes of libraries which cannot benefit from the sales tax refund, and aid to libraries in the less 
wealthy areas of the state on some sort of equalization basis. When we fight for State Aid next 
year we shall be fighting pretty largely for the other fellow. This may require a degree of al- 
truism which will tax us to the extreme. 


Even before this article appears in print the officers and committee members of the Associ- 
ation and librarians representing the various types of libraries in the state will hold a conference 
to discuss the general principles which should te followed in drafting a new State Aid law. 
We hope at this conference to secure an agreement on the kind of plan which our own member- 
ship will suport wholeheartedly, Without the full support of our own people, we may as well 
forget about aid from the state. 


After various unsuccessful attempts to secure an executive secretary for the Association, the 
Executive Board hopes to be able to announce an appointment in the early summer. It is my be- 
lief that no single step which we might take will contribute. so much to the smooth functioning 
and the actual accomplishments of the Association. It is expected that the secretary will give 
most of her time at the beginning to the coordination of the work of the various committees and 
the handling of our membership records. 


Watch for announcements of the October Conference of the Association, and plan to attend. 
We hope and expect that this will be the largest meeting ever held by our Association. 


Hobart Coffey 


The Michigan Librarian 
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by Virginia E. Summers, Librarian 


Lansing Public Library, 


Chairman, M.L.A. Legislative Committee 


The fate of this year’s state aid will have 
been decided by the time this issue reaches 
you. We must now turn our sights on the 
future. If we really believe in the values of 
state aid and wish to preserve it for the future 
there is much hard work ahead for the coming 
months. 

There is a definite trend in our legislative 
thinking to throw the burden of support back 
on to the local units. This trend is to be 
found not only in our state government but 
also in the national picture and in buisness as 
well, If libraries are to survive, we must 
study, educate and present a new state aid 
program next year that the legislature will 
approve, 

Our legislators for the most part are friend- 
ly toward libraries. The efficient library 
program of the past ten years has convinced 
them of their true value. When they insist 
that libraries get their support in the future 
from the local unit they are not opposing li- 
braries, they are fighting for a principle in 
government. ‘They are not selecting libraries 
alone. Highways and similar groups are also 
being advised to turn back to the local unit 
for support. The principle behind all of this 
is an attempt to cut down the overhead ex- 
pense of administration, and in the case of our 
own state to turn the support back to the units 
receiving the lion’s share of the tax monies. 

As no doubt many of you are aware, 
$371,625 state aid was inserted in House Bill 
No. 9 this spring as an emergency measure. It 
Was pointed out to our representatives that 
many local library budgets could not possibly 
be changed for the coming year and so it was 
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the state’s responsibility to see its libraries 
through with state aid. Many of these repre- 
sentatives who worked for state aid for li- 
braries this year warned us, however, that this 
Was an emergency measure and that they could 
not go along with a similar program another 
year, thus if we are smart we will attempt to 
present a program next year which will be 
reasonably acceptable to our law makers. 

How far these legislators will back libraries 
another year the legislative committee is not 
prepared to say. Many of the representatives 
with whom we talked were in agreement that 
some state aid is necessary but not all were in 
sympathy with the present set up. The State 
aid law as it exists today is due for some 
change if we are to hold the fort in the future. 
Almost without exception these men who have 
been backing state aid for libraries believe that 
a certain amount of funds are necessary for 
equilization in the poorer areas; some, though 
not so many, recognize the need for an estab- 
lishment fund for larger units of service. Be- 
yond this point there are differing points of 
view as to the necessity of state aid under the 
present tax situation with which our state is 
faced. 

The legislators say the local units can and 
should assume the responsibility of support. 
We had better have some proof of the falsity 
of this statement before we aproach them an- 
other year. It is up to us to do some thorough 
investigating right away and know exactly 
what local units can do for libraries and then 
build our state aid program on a firm founda- 
tion. 














































MINIMIUM LIBRARY SALARY STANDARDS 
FOR 1948 


Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association Jan. 31, 1948 


The A.L.A. Board on Personnel Administration, in full awareness of the legal and finan- 
cial limitations on funds for library support, yet with growing concern over the general failure 
of library salaries to keep up with increased living costs, recommends the following minimum 
standards as a basis for adjusting library salaries in 1948. The board urges all libraries to take 
immediate steps to develop pay plans incorporating at /east the recommended minimum cost-of- 
living-adjusted salary for each grade of position represented on its staff. Libraries with incomes 
above the minimum required to support limited service will have to exceed the recommended 
minimum cost-of-living-adjusted salary for each grade in order to maintain service standards 
at a level adequate to meet the needs of the clientele. Those libraries which have not reached 
the minimum standard for income will need to obtain increased support to attain the minimum 
salary levels. 


Specific Recommendations 
1. The minimum annual beginning salary for the lowest professional level library 
position should be not less than $2800. 

This figure of $2800 is founded on the A.L.A.’s previously adopted basic minimum enter- 
ing salary of $2100 (established in relation to the 1935-39 average “Cost-of-Living 
Index’) plus a 33% per cent cost-of-living adjustment. This recommended adjustment is 
considered modest in view of the fact that the “Cost-of-Living Index” has actually risen 
more than 60 per cent above the 1935-39 average and is continuing to rise rapidly. 


2. The minimum entering salaries for subprofessional, clerical, and other classes of 
library employees should be at least equal to the average prevailing entering rates 
for similar positions in government, in business, in industry, or in other institutions 
in the same community or economic region. In no case should the minimum enter- 
ing salary be less than $2160 for subprofessional positions or $1800 for beginning 
clerical positions. ] 

These figures represent the A.L A.’s previously adopted minimum basic salaries for enter- 


art 
ing subprofessional and clerical positions respectively plus a 33% per cent cost-of-living mu 
adjustment, of 
3. The minimum entering salaries for all other grades of positions in the professional, Gr 
subprofessional, and clerical services in libraries should be not less than the basic ber 
rates already adopted by the A.L.A. Council, plus cost-of-living adjustments com- tho! 
puted on the following basis. 20 
Increase Added to Establish 
Entering Step of Basic Rate Step 1 of the C.O.L.A. Schedule qu 
ee I 8 Sg ee Rs ee 33% % of 
TESS ELIS A RE CET EE TS 30% lib 
nn fe ae Ne OE ee th: 
. og EE ear ae ergo ry se ERs. 
pA SES RS AAR, tt eter e sae, ea eRe PES 15 % hi 
4. The minimum annual income necessary to provide a local public library with suffi- ad 
cient funds to render service of high quality in 1948 is $3.00 per capita. liv 
An income of $2.25 per capita is needed to render reasonably good service, whereas $1.50 co 
per capita may permit limited, though inadequate service. Local public libraries with responsi- la 
bility for operating school libraries will require more than this minimum standard to render Sa. 
adequate service. Those which give county-wide service will require the minimum pet 
capita standard for the entire population served. be 
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5. Public libraries rendering the limited service that is possible with $1.50 per capita 
support should devote at least 65 per cent of their total budget to salaries, exclusive 
of maintenance service, and 17.5 per cent to books, periodicals, and binding. 

In order to attract and retain well qualified personnel, libraries with a higher per capita 
rate of support may have to allocate a still higher percentage of their total budgets to 


salaries. 


6. The minimum annual expenditures for salaries, books, periodicals, and binding in 
libraries in institutions of higher education, figured in terms of library service unit 


load, should be not less than: 


University libraries 


First 2000 units—salaries $16 and books $9 per unit 
Second 2000 units—salaries $8 and boooks $7 per unit 


Remaining units 





salaries $8 and books $+ per unit 


Degreeconferring four-year institution libraries 


First 2000 units 





salaries $13 and books $8 per unit 


Remaining units—salaries $8 and books $5 per unit 


Non-degree-conferring institution libraries 
salaries $11 and books $7 per unit 


First 1000 units 





Second 1000 units—salaries $9 and books $3 per unit 





Remaining units 


salaries $6 and books $1 per unit 


7. School librarians and professional assistanis in school libraries should be on the 
same salary schedule effective for teachers with equal training and experience, but 
ihe compensation paid should be not less than the minimum salary herein recom- 
mended for the lowest grade of professicnal library position. 

The minimum annual expenditure for books should be $1.50 per pupil. 


COMMENTARY ON A.L.A. SALARY STANDARDS 


by John P, Otte, Jr.* 


Reference is made to the recently published 
article in the A. L. A. Bulletin entitled ‘“Mini- 
mum Library Salary Standards.” The Board 
of Library Commissioners of the City of 
Grand Rapids, of which the writer is a mem- 
ber, is of the opinion that these recommenda- 
tions have undoubted merit, and have been 
arrived at after careful consideration of the 
many economic problems involved. We 
welcome this studied analysis of a serious 
question ; however, it is felt that dissemination 
of this information through state and national 
library publications will create more problems 
than it solves. 

The recommendations are not weighted to 
consider economic variances in sections of the 
country. An individual might conceivably 
live comfortably on the minimum in. this 
community, whereas a contemporary in a 
larger city could not exist on the maximum 
salary recommended. 

We are keenly aware of the lack of balance 
between library salaries and those in other 
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fields requiring a similar degree of intelligence 
and preparation. The fact remains that in 
many libraries supported, as is the Grand 
Rapids organization, by a tax allocation, the 
problem is closely allied with city policies 
governing wages in all local functions. We 
believe that the approach to, and success in, 
increasing this appropriation depends largely 
on the ability to “sell” the citizens and city 
administrators on the need for the services 
rendered. 

We feel that the article would render great- 
er service if it had been submitted to library 
trustees as an aid in guiding their decisions, 
rather than having been publicly announced 
in such a manner as to create the impression 
that all libraries must comply regardless of 
financial ability. 


* Mr. Otte is a member of the Administration 
Committee of the Grand Rapids Board of Library 
Commissioners, and President of the Grand Rapids 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. 








The month of May, on the M.L.A. calen- 
dar, brings the annual meetings of the seven 
Districts in the state. This is the ninth year 
that such sectional gatherings have been held 
in Michigan with results that have been 
particularly. beneficial to smaller communities. 


This year, no central theme was chosen for 
discussion, but each district selected a topic, 
related to one aspect of librarianship, to be 
discussed in its locality. 

For the most part, Miss LeFevre, Vice- 
President of M.L.A., represented the Execu- 
tive Board. She presented greetings and gave 
a brief outline of the Association’s activities 
during the past year. She spoke also on the 
National Plan as adopted by the A.L.A. 

Miss Virginia Summers, Chairman of the 
Legislative Committee, was present at all of 
the meetings. Miss Summers brought the 
problem of State Aid to Libraries before each 
group. She gave a forceful presentation of 
the recent effort to obtain State Aid for the 
current year. She emphasized the seriousness 
of the situation, which holds no promise of 
future grants, and impressed upon her hearers 
the need for continued effort on the part of 
every librarian and trustee in the State. Miss 
Summers also graciously acknowledged the 
help given the Association by other organiza- 
tions including P.T.A.s, Federation of 
Womens Clubs, A.A.U.W., Farm Grange, 
and League of Women Voters. She urged 
the need for continued contacts with such 
groups. 

Mrs. Loleta Fyan attended the meetings, 
both in her capacity of State Librarian and 
as a representative from the State Board for 
Libraries. 

Mrs. Fyan, in her talks reminded her listen- 
ers that Librarians are a part of the govern- 
ment of their particular unit—state, county or 
city. She pointed out that the Library must be 
prepared to clarify its services and functions in 
comparison with schools and other services. 
This is necessary if they are to survive. 

Mrs. Fyan briefly reviewed the history of 
the State Board and the program for State 
Aid, both of which were set up ten years ago. 
She stated that it is time now, for the M.L.A. 
to take another survey to determine its future 
objectives. She reported on the Governor’s 
attitude toward Boards, Commissions, etc., 
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THE DISTRICT MEETINGS 


as expressed in the recent legislative session 
and said, “It is possible that the State Librar- 
ian will come under the Department of Edu- 
cation.” 

Regarding the work with Trustees, Mrs, 
Fyan reported that plans are underway to re- 
organize these activities under the Extension 
Division of the State Library. 

DISTRICT ONE 

One hundred and fifteen Librarians and 
Trustees of District 1, of M.L.A., met on 
May 20, in Kalamazoo at the First Presbyter- 
ian Church House, Miss Gertrude Van Zee, 
the Chairman, presided. Miss Helen Warner 
represented the State Board for Libraries. She 
urged that librarians and individuals direct 
their thinking toward adjusting to the changed 
tax structure and governmental organization 
in Michigan. Miss Janet Teale spoke for the 
M.L.A. membership committee, and Mr. 
Robert Orr presented greetings from A.L.A. 
Mr. William Chait, who recently succeeded 
Miss Jeanne Griffin as librarian of the Kala- 
mazoo Public Library, was introduced. 

At 11:00, the Librarians and Trustees sepa- 
rated for business meetings. The Librarians 
saw two films, BOOKS AND PEOPLE and 
MAKING BOOKS. The Trustees heard 
two addresses, one by Mr. Robert Orr, Li- 
brarian of Branch County Library, on “Local 
Government in Michigan,” and one by Mrs. 
Allyne Dickenson, a Trustee of the Comstock 
Library, on “Highlights of the Chicago Con- 
ference.” 

After luncheon at the First Presbyterian 
Church House, a symposium on “The Train- 
ing of Library Personnel’” was conducted with 
Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan as chairman.  Partici- 
pants and their subjects were: 

“The Workshop Program’ Miss Helen 
Warner, Librarian, Battle Creek Public Li- 
brary. 

‘The Summer Course at Kalamazoo Public 
Library” Miss Bessie Jane Reed, Librarian, 
Central High School. 

“The Training of Student Assistants in 
Emmanuel Missionary College” Miss Arlene 
Marks, Librarian, Berrien Springs. 

“The Program of the Department of Li- 
brarianship at Western Michigan College of 
Education” Miss Alice Louise LeFevre, Di- 
rector. 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Wuen children age 8 to 13 
come to you with a reference 
problem—the answer lies in 
Britannica Junior. 


The one encyclopaedia spe- 
cifically intended for younger 
boys and girls, Britannica 
Junior is designed to meet the 
needs of children in grades 4 
to 8. The checked vocabulary is 
graded to elementary level. 
Sentence structure and length, 
subject matter and scope of in- 
formation—are all scaled to 
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ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA 





the elementary pupii’s desires 
and requirements. 

And it’s easy to find things 
in Britannica Junior. The 
ready-reference volume gives 
immediate information on 
more than 20,000 subjects. 
More than 50,000 references 
correlate information else- 
where in the set. Librarians 
find this volume assists chil- 
dren in locating material in- 
dependently of adult help. 

Colorful action illustrations 


Britannica Junior. 


Name- 




























make a library assignment a 
fascinating adventure when 
children use Britannica Junior. 
The same superior standards 
of content and format—the 
same authenticity — which 
make Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica the world’s best known 
reference work are equally 
apparent in Britannica Junior. 

For further information 
about Britannica Junior, fill 
in the coupon below and mail 
today! 


Please send me, without cost or obligation, information about 





School or Library 


EDUCATIONAL DEPT. 115-C 


20 NORTH WACKER DRIVE, CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS 
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M. L. A. NOMINEES 1948-1949 


In accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of the Michigan Library Association, 
The Committee on Nominations presents the following candidates for office in the Association for 
the coming year. Official ballots will be mailed to all members in good standing. Results will 
be announced at the annual conference in October. 


FOR FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT (President-elect) 


ALTA PARKS, Librarian, Ingham County Library, Mason; A.B., 
Michigan State College, 1932; B.S. in L.S., Columbia University, 
1942; Teacher, Teacher-librarian, Big Beaver School, 1934-38; 
Teacher-librarian, St. Johns High School, 1938-41; Librarian, Rose- 
ville High School, 1941-43; Librarian, Ingham County Library, 
1943- to date. Member A.L.A. Council, Extension Division, 1947- 
49; Member M.L.A. Planning Committee, 1944-48; Chairman, 
M.L.A. Planning Committee, 1948. 


FOR FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT (President-elect) 


ADAH SHELLY, Librarian, Pontiac City Library. Certificate, 
Drexel Institute Library School, Philadelphia, 1910; Two years 
college credits, University of Chicago; Cataloger, University of 
Chicago. Librarian, Carnegie Library, Sault Ste. Marie, 1911-21; 
Librarian, Whiting Public Library, Whiting, Ind., 1921-24; Li- 
brarian, Pontiac City Library, 1924 to date. Member, A.L.A. 
Vice-President, M.L.A., 1917-18; Chairman Round Table Com- 
mittee, 1930; Instructor, Hartland Workshop, 1943; Chairman, 
M.L.A. District 3, 1946. 





FOR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT: 
MRS. CLARA L, CLARK, Librarian, Sarah S$. Paine Memorial Library, Painesdale. Life certi- 


ficate for teaching in Michigan schools from Chicago Kindergarten College (now National 
College of Education, Evanston) Kindergarten teacher in Calumet and Painesdale for 18 years; 
Librarian, Sarah S. Paine Memorial Library, 1927 to date; Member, M.L A. Second Vice-Presi- 
dent M.L.A., 1931. 


FOR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT: 


FRANCES M. MEADE. Acting-Librarian, Carnegie Library, Ilronwood. Librarian training 
at College of St. Teresa, Winona, Minn; Assistant-Librarian Carnegie Library, Lronwood, 
1920-43; Acting-Librarian, Carnegie Library, lronwood, 1943 to date. Member, M L.A. Presi- 
dent, Upper Peninsula Library Association; Chairman, M.L.A. District No. 7, 1948. 
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M. L. A. NOMINEES, 1948-1949 


FOR SECRETARY: 


LILLIAN ANDERSON, Chief, Circulation Department, Kalamazoo Public Library. A.B., 
Kalamazoo College. BS. in L.S. School of Library Service, Columbia University; Member 
A.L.A. Member, M.L.A,. Chairman M.L.A. District No 1, 1940; Chairman, M.L.A. Lending 
Section, 1941; Member M.L.A. Membership Committee, 1946-47. 


FOR SECRETARY: 
MARGARET GIBBS, Librarian, Hope College, Holland. A.B., Ripon College. B.L.S, 


University of Illinois, 1931; University of Wisconsin, Summer Session; University of Chicago, 
Schoo! of Library Science, Summer Session, 1941; First Assistant to the Librarian, Knox 
College, 1931-1935; Librarian, Hope College, 1935 to date. Member, A.L.A. Secretary, 
M.L.A. District No. 4+, 1943-44. Vice-Chairman, 1944-45; Chairman, 1945-56; Member, 
M.L.A. Publications Committee, 1943-44. Chairman, Elections Committee, 1946-47 ; Member, 
M.L.A. Subcommittee on Teacher-Librarian Training, 1942-44. Chairman, College Libraries 
Round Table, 1944-45. 


FOR TREASURER: 

ANN EILEEN PATTERSON. Order Department, University of Michigan General Li- 
brary. A.B. Northern Michigan College of Education, Marquette; A.M.L.S. University cf 
Michigan, 1943; Librarian, Mercy College, Detroit, 1941-42; University of Michigan Library, 
Catalog Department, 1942-43; Order Department, 1943 to date. Member A.L.A., Member 
M.L.A; Past Treasurer, Ann Arbor Library Club. 


FOR TREASURER: 

MARY MARJORIE SMITH, Reference Librarian in Charge of Seria's, Wayne University. 
A.B. Pomona College, 1920; Certificate, Los Angeles Public Library School (Now U.S.C.) 
1921; Graduate work three summers Clark University, Worcester, Mass.; Librarian. Cooper 
Elementary School, Detroit, 1921-23; Assistant Librarian, Detroit Teachers Library, 1924-27; 
Assistant Librarian, Wayne University Library, 1927 to date Member A.L.A., Member 
M.L.A. Publications Committee, 1945-46; Member, $.L.A. Vice-Chairman, $.L A. project of 
“Union Serial List in Libraries of Metropolitan Detroit”, 1939-1947; Treasurer, M.L.A. 1947- 
1948. 


FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE (Professional Group) 

H. GLEN FITCH, Librarian, Hillsdale College. AB., Michigan State Normal College, 
Ypsilanti, 1934; B.S. in L.S., Peabody Library School, Nashville, Tenn., 1935; M.A., Michi- 
gan State College, 1939; Part-time Evening Reference Litrarian, Michigan State College; Ref- 
erence Librarian, Michigan State College, 1937-1946; Librarian Hillsdale College, 1946-date. 
Member, A L.A.; Member, -M.L.A.; Vice-Chairman, M.L.A. District 2, 1946-47; Chairman, 
1947-48. 


ROBERT M. ORR, Librarian, Branch County Library, Coldwater. A.B., University of Lilinois, 
1936. BL.S., University of Illinois Library School, 1937; Staff Assistant, University of Illinois 
Library, 1936-1937; Junior Staff Assistant, Detroit Public Library. 1937-1939; Assistant Ex- 
tension Librarian, Springfield, Illinois Public Library, 1939-1940; District Librarian for South- 
ern Illinois, WPA. 1940-1941; U.S. Army Air Forces, 1941-1945; District Librarian, North- 
ern Illinois, Illinois State Library, 1945-1947; Librarian, Branch County Library, 1947 to 
date. Member, A.L.A. Chairman, A.L.A Membership Committee, Michigan, 1947-1948 ; Mem- 
ber M.L.A. Chairman, Detroit JMRT, 1938-1939; Member M.L A. Legislative Committee, 
1948. 
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M.L.A. NOMINEES, 1948-1949 
FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE (Trustees Group) 


MRS. CLAYTON CAMPBELL, Belding. Alvah N. Belding Library Board, 1944-48. Past 
President, Belding Ladies Literary Club; Director and Past President, Ionia County Federation 
of Women’s Clubs; Active member and officer of American Legion Auxiliary; Past Matron of 
Order of Eastern Star; Member, M.L.A.; Chairman, M.L.A. District +, Trustees Section 1945- 
46, 1946-47; Secretary Trustees Section, 1947-48; Member Planning Committee for Trustees 
Section, 1948. 


MRS. THELMA M. KRAMER, President, Ferndale Library Board, 1948-49; Vice President, 
1945-1946 and 1946-1947; Member of the Board since 1938. Chairman, M L.A. District No. 
3, Trustees Section, 1947-1948; Secretary, 1945-1946 and 1946-1947. Member of Ferndale 
Woman's Club; Active for the past twenty-one years in local, district and state departments of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the American Legion Auxiliaries; Member M.L.A.; Mem- 
ber Planning Committee for Trustees’ work of the Michigan State Library, 1948; Member, 
Planning committee for the Trustees Section, M.L.A. for Annual Conference, 1948. 


FOR MEMBER OF A.L.A. COUNCIL, 1949-1952. 


MERRILL M. JONES, Assistant Librarian, Michigan State Colege. A.B. University of 
Michigan, 1928; B.L.S. Pratt Institute, 1936; Library assistant, C.C.N.Y., 1936-1937; Vari- 
ous positions at Michigan State Colege 1937-1946; Assistant Librarian, 1946 to date. Member 
A.L.A. Member M.L.A. Past Chairman, M.L.A. College Libraries Section. Past Chairman, 
M.L.A. Constitution Committee. 


DONALD W. KOHLSTEDT. Librarian, Public Library, Grand Rapids. A B. University of 
Illinois, 1929;; B.S. in L.S. University of Illinois, 1930; M.A. University of Illinois, 1935; 
Stack Supervisor, Library, University of Illinois, 1929-30; First Assistant, Municipal Reference 
Library, St. Louis, Mo., 1930-34; Instructor, Library School, University of Illinois, Summer, 
1935; Librarian, Public Library, Kansas City, Kansas, 1935-41; Librarian, Public Library, 
Grand Rapids, July |, 1941-date. Member, A L.A. Member, A.L.A. Library Radio Broadcast- 
ing Committee, 1935-39; Chairman, 1939-40; Chairman, A.L.A. Audio-Visual Committee, 
1941-43; Vice-Chairman, 1943-1947; Member, A.L A. Finance Committee, 1942-44; Member, 
M.L.A. Legislative Committee, 1942-44; Chairman, M.L.A. District 4, 1943-44; Chairman, 
M.L.A. Local Arrangements Committee for 1944 Conference; Chairman, M L.A. Planning 
Committee, 1944-45; President, M.L.A. 1946-47. 


FOR MEMBER OF A.L.A. COUNCIL, 1949-1951. 


JEANETTE JOHNSON, Library Consultant, Michigan State Library (Northern part of the 
lower peninsula). A.B., Western Michigan College of Education, Kalamazoo, 1930; B.S. in 
L.S , School of Library Science, Western Reserve University, 1941; Teacher, High School, 
Coloma, 1931-34; Teacher and Teacher-librarian, High School, Three Rivers, 1935-39; Li- 
brarian, 1940-1945; Teacher, Library Department, Central Michigan College of Education, 
Summer, 1944; Michigan State Library Extension staff, 1946-date. Member A.L.A.; Secretary 
M.L.A, District 1, 1939-40; Secretary, M.L.A School Library Section, 1940-41; Chairman, 
1941-42; Secretary, State Executive Board of School Librarians, 1941-42; Chairman, 1942-43; 
Chairman, M.L.A. District 1, 1943-44; Chairman, M.L.A Subcommittee on Teacher-Librarian 
Training (Teacher-Librarian Institute) 1943-44; Member, M.L.A. Planning Committee, 1944- 
45; Chairman, 1945-46; Member, | year, County Librarian Bookmobile Committee. 


VIRGINIA SUMMERS, Librarian, Lansing Public Library. A.B. Taylor University, Up- 
land, Indiana, 1929; A.B L.S., University of Michigan, 1940; Assistant, Lansing Public Library. 
1929-1939; Chief of Circulation, 1940-1943; Chief of Readers’ Department, 1943-45; Acting- 
Librarian, 1945-46; Librarian, 1946-date. Member, A.L.A.; Member M.L.A.; Subcommittee 
on Institutes, 1943-44; Chairman, M.L.A Committee on Adult Education, 1944-45; Member- 
at-Large of Executive Board, M.L.A., 1944-45; Chairman, Legislative Committee, 1947-48. 
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Thursday, October 7, 1948 

Trustees Section—Preconference Meet- 
ings, Rackham Building, Chairman, 
Mrs. Gertrude Kunze, of East Tawas 

County Libraries Section—Preconference 
Meeting, 2:00 P.M. Statler Hotel— 
Chairman, Miss Ruth Warncke, Kent 
County 


Registration: 2:00-8:00 P.M. 


First General Session: 8:00 P.M. 
Theme: What’s happening in our library 
world? 


Friday, October 8, 1948 
Second General Session: 9:30 A.M. 
Work of Michigan Historical Society’s 
Committee on Michigan 
History in the Schools—Dr. Rolland 
H. Maybee, chairman of the Commit- 
tee, Speaker 
Legislative Program of the Michigan 
Library Association: Panel Discussion 
Group Meetings: 2:00 P.M. 
College and Reference Sections: Joint 
Program Meeting 
Adult Education Section: Business and 
Program Meeting 
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM 


57th ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 


Detroit, Michigan 
Hotel Statler 
October 7-8-9, 1948 


Third General Session: Dinner Meeting: 
7:00 P.M. 
(Arthur Garfield Hays will probably be 
the speaker ) 


Saturday, October 9, 1948 
Fourth General Session: 9:30 A.M. 
Business Meeting: Committee Reports 
Luncheon Meeting: School and Children’s 
Librarians: 12:30 P.M. 
Joint program Meeting: Clyde Beck, 
Book Reviewer for the Detroit News, 
will speak 
Group Meetings: 2:15 P.M. 
School Librarians Section: 
Meeting 


Business 


Children’s Librarians Section: Business 
Meeting 


Catalog Section: Program and Business 
Meeting 


County Librarians Section: Business 
Session 

Junior Librarians Section: Program and 
Business Session 
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INSTITUTE ON CHILDREN'S READING 
APRIL 30 - MAY 1, 1948, KALAMAZOO 


In the evening, the Section’s dinner speaker 
was Martha King, children’s book editor of 


The subject of all discussion throughout 
the Institute, centered on a concern with the 
selection of books for children, with emphasis 
on likenesses, as opposed to differences, in 
culture. The child reaching for a book (de- 
picted on the Institute’s program) is receiving 
no visible help — yet help has gone into the 
selection. With more and more overwhelm- 
ing publications and less and less dependable 
criticism there develops in us a grave aware- 
ness of a librarian’s responsibility. What are 
the things about books that make them 
worthy, or unworthy buying? 

Seventy-four librarians, intrested in child- 
ren’s work, were registered for the Friday 


meetings of M.L.A. Children’s Section. 
Walwood Union of Western Michigan 


College of Education was the scene of all the 
first day’s meetings which began at 10:30 
A M. with a necessarily brief discussion of the 
1948 Spring Books for Children, led by Mrs. 
Jewell Mansfield of Detroit. 

In the afternoon, Melba Pearson, librarian 
of the Van Buren County Library, told of her 
staff’s service particularly among the migrant 
workers. We have a total of 60,000 seasonal 
workers in Michigan — 30,000 from cities 
and towns. Van Buren’s migrant problem is 
that of 6,600 farm, or open country families. 
In the migrant camp at Grand Junction, 
where there were 400 during the blueberry 
season, the library attempted an evening serv- 
ice for workers including a story hour — told 
to box-ensconced children at an open barn 
door — for the boys and girls from Southern 
Alabama and Indiana. The Van Buren 
Service Council is coordinating services for 
people of the county including migrants, and 
is supporting library service tremendously. 

A panel discussion carried on the service 
theme, dividing into four main topics: Didacti- 
cism, Literary Standards, Importance of More 
Critical Book Reviews, and Importance of 
Knowing the Books. The panel consisted of 
Marian Young, (Detroit Public Library) 
Chairman, Louise Singley (Kalamazoo Public 
Library) Dorothy Hansen (Michigan State 
Library) and Frances Burnside (Grand 
Haven Public Library). 

Tea was served in the East Room of the 
Union by the Colophon Club composed of 
students in the Department of Librarianship 
at Western Michigan College. 
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the Chicago Sun-Times. Her subject too, 
reflected the Section’s grave concern for better 
understanding: HUMAN RELATIONS 
IN RECENT CHILDREN’S BOOKS. 

The business meeting on Saturday morning 
was largely a matter of reports. 

Alexis A. Praus, director of the Kalamazoo 
Museum which is a part of that city’s library 
service, talked on the museum’s program de- 
signed for children, both within the home and 
within the school. Slides were a visual repeti- 
tion of the intercultural theme. 

Miss Jackson’s Civic Theater production 
of the “Sleeping Beauty”, a performance by 
the children’s theater, was an amazingly pro- 
fessional entertainment, and perfectly timed 
to coincide with the Institute’s program. 

Tea, at Kalamazoo’s Washington Square 
Branch, was a festive and delightful close to 
the two-day session. 

Frances Whitehead, Secretary-T reasurer, 
M.L.A. Children’s Section. 





ATTENTION SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 

Amendment to the Constitution for the 
School Library Section of the Michigan Li- 
brary Assoctation 

Article I. The Executive Board shall also 
include the immediate past chairman as an 
ex-officio member for the year following his 
term of ofifce. 

Article VIII of the Constitution states that 
“The Constitution may be amended by a two- 
thirds vote of active members present and 
voting at any annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion or any special meeting called for that 
purpose, upon a written recommendation of a 
committee on Constitution and By-laws ap- 
pointed by the chairman, provided that a 
copy of the proposed amendments be sent to 
each active member of the section at least one 
month previous tothe meeting, or to be pub- 
lished in the Michigan Librarian’. 

This amendment will be voted on at the 
meeting of the School Library Section of 
M.L.A. in October. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Olive Hartsig, Chairman 
Ruth Irwin 

Ethel McCrickett 
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] M S SPRING RALLY 


The Junior Members Section of M.L.A. 
was invited to Grand Rapids for the Spring 
Rally on Sunday, May 2nd. Members from 
Kalamazoo, Mason and Detroit attended, 
and were served coffee and donuts upon their 
arrival at the Ryerson Library. The Hosts 
conducted tours of the Library for the visitors 
and the group then went to the Morton House 
for dinner. 

The Rev. Dale Turner amused the group 
with introductory remarks in double-talk, 
followed by a display of presti-digitation. 

A very interesting report was given by the 
Detroit group on the activities in that chapter. 
Aside from the Directory of Michigan Li- 
brarians, on which all members are working, 
the Detroit group have such functions as 
musicales, by their own and outside talent, 
square dances, and inspection trips to different 
libraries. 

Grand Rapids told of the Vocational Open 
House Day sponsored by them at Ryerson 
Library on the preceding Friday. 

Although a little rain fell in the afternoon, 
the group visited the Furniture Museum 
where they were adequately toured and lectur- 
ed, and also the Art Gallery, where the Hud- 
son collection MICHIGAN ON CANVAS 
was being exhibited. 


Betty Farrell, Chairman of the Grand 
Rapids Junior Members, and State Vice- 
Chairman, presided at the dinner and the 
meeting 

Claxton E. Helms, 
Grand Rapids Public Library 





A. L. A. 
Today, our profession is on the March! 


Libraries have advanced more in the last 
few years than ever before, due very largely 
to the fact that librarians have worked 
together to advance their common professional 


interests. 


In order that you may do your part to give 
A.L.A. added strength, and so that you may 
receive the Bulletin and enjoy the many 
A.L.A. services, send your dues today to 50 
E. Huron St., Chicago, 11, Ill, or, write to 
Robert M. Orr, Branch County Library, 
Coldwater, Mich., for further information. 
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COMPTON'S 


Pictured 
Encyclopedia 


ABC Arrangement with Thumb- 
Tabbed Fact-Index in Back of Each 
Volume for Quick and Accurate 
Reference 


Material Written for Grade Level 
Where Most Used 


Continuously Revised — Always Up- 
to-Date 


Recommended by All School and 
Library Evaluating Committees and 
Authorities 


Subscription Books Bulletin 
—A.L.A. 


Children’s Catalog—W ilson 


Basic Book Collection for 
Elementary Grades 


—Joint Committee N.E.A., 
ALA, NAG TE. 


Guide to Reference Books 


Mudge 





Standard Catalog for High 

School Libraries—W ilson 

Basic Book Collection for 
High Schools 


—Joint Committee N.E.A., 
ALA... NOTE. 
The 1948 edition will be on display 
at the State Convention, Hotel 


Statler, October 14-16. Write for 
information to: 


ANTHONY KUNTZ, Dist. Mor. 
Box 15, St. Johns, Michigan 
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THE NATIONAL PLAN 


The objectives of a library are to promote 
an enlightened citizenship and to enrich per- 
sonal life, without either of which a democracy 
cannot exist. The extent to which a library 
fulfills these objectives in the next few years 
will determine whether it is a finished agency, 
or one which is a positive part of the com- 
munity it serves. 

An adequate, purposeful library for every 
American is the aim of the National Plan. 

An appraisal of American public libraries 
shows them falling into three groups, accord- 
ing to incomes and populations served. 

1. 50 million are served by libraries with 

annual incomes of $37,500 or more 
2. 50 million are served by libraries with 
annual incomes of less than $37,500 

3. 35 million are with no libraries at all 
The average income is .52 per capita, although 
A.L.A, has set $1.50 as the lowest amount 
for minimum service. Many of the profession- 
al personnel are deficient in educational back- 
ground and specialized training 

The implementation of the National Plan 
would bring library materials to all by means 
of adequately trained personnel, well selected 
books and audio-visual aids, through efficiently 
planned and located buildings and mobile 
units. 

Social changes make this plan seem plausible 
through larger units of service, all of which 
would serve 25,000 or more people, and have 
incomes of at least $37,500 annually. Probable 
patterns would be 

1. Independent libraries in cities of over 

25,000 

2. County libraries serving entire area, or 

larger part of large county 


TRY HUNTTING’S 


COMPLETE LIBRARY SERVICE 


3. Regional or multicounty libraries 
4. Federated groups of libraries 
5. Special state districts 
There are two activities which will help to 
carry out the purpose of the National Plan. 
1. The Public Library Inquiry, financed 
by the Carnegie Corporation 
2. The Demonstration Bill, which is a 
type of Federal participation in helping 
to develop an overall library service 
called for in the National Plan 
A partial picture of the situation in Michi- 
gan is shown with these figures— 
30 libraries serve areas with populations 
of 25,000 or over 
13 are cities 
9 are counties 
8 are school districts 
15 libraries have incomes of $37,500, or 
more, annually 
9 are cities 
| is county 
8 are school districts 
Library planning on a state and _ national 
scale is proceeding and there will be articles in 
the Michigan Librarian and in the A.L.A. 
Bulletin in which everyone should be interest- 
ed. (See Sept. 1948 A.L.A. Bulletin) Those 
to follow in the Michigan Librarian will dis- 
cuss 
1. Local, state and national responsibility 
in planning and support 
2. Library finance and the role of the 
citizen in relation to the library 
Library equipment including buildings, 
books and other aids 
+. Research for library improvement and 
growth 


we 





ANY BOOK — 





We are in a position to fill all orders, promptly and 
We will supply any book — of any publisher — in any binding — 


For books subject to hard usage, however, we especially recommend 
HUNTTING’S LIBRARY BUCKRAM BINDINGS 


Liberal Discounts On All Trade Books 


THE H. R. HUNTTING COMPANY Library Specialists 
OF ANY PUBLISHER — 





carefully — 


Springfield 5, Mass. 
IN ANY BINDING 
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HOTEL STATLER 


FINE ACCOMMODATIONS 


In the Heart of the Shopping Center. 
Make your headquarters at the Statler 


Washington Blvd. at Park 


Detroit, Michigan 








WHERE TO EAT IN DETROIT 


Within the downtown area: 


Hotel Statler. 

Cafe Rouge—Food not unusual, but good 
quality and adequately prepared. If you 
are in a hurry, try the Cafeteria in the base- 
ment. 

Frame’s, 1443 Farmer St. 

An attractive tearoom where the emphasis 
is on good food. Serves lunch and dinner. 

The J. L. Hudson Tea Rooms, 1206 Wood- 

ward Ave. 13th floor. 

Three tearooms serving dainty luncheons 
and stressing elegance of service. For leisure- 
ly luncheon and not a place to go when 
time is short. Non-smokers will enjoy the 
room reserved for them. 

Olde Wayne Club, 1033 Wayne St. 

An out-of-the way place serving good food 
and liquor. Though the dining room has a 
bar, unescorted women will not feel out of 
place during the dinner hour. 

Pontchartrain Wine Cellars, 618 Wayne. 
French cuisine and atmosphere - wine served 
with all meals. Expensive. 

Russian Bear Inn, 25 W. Columbia. 
Russian food served to the strains of a bala- 
laika orchestra. 

Schweitzer’s Grill, 260 Hastings. 

No atmosphere, but good food planned 
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particularly to appeal to the masculine 
appetite. 
Stouffer’s, 1450 Washington Blvd; 1125 
Shelby ; 625 Woodward. 
Tea-room type menus, with food well pre- 
pared and attractively served. Serve break- 
fast, lunch, and dinner. Often crowded 
during the dinner hour, but service is fast. 
Farther away, but worth the trip. 


Chidwa Tea Room, 11536 Woodward. 

A small and charming tea-room where the 
food is excellent. Serves lunch and full- 
course dinners. 

Huyler’s L’Aiglon, Fisher Building, W. 

Grand Blvd. and Second Blvd. 

Good food served in a restful atmosphere. 

Joe Muer, 2000 Gratiot. 

Specializes in seafood. 

Lelli’s Inn, 7618 Woodward. 

Italian style food with steaks and chops the 
speciality. 

The Stockholm Restaurant, 1014 E. Jefferson. 
Modern Swedish decor as a setting for ex- 
cellent food. The specialty of the house is 
the Smorgasbord. 

Cecilia Hoffmann, 
Detroit Public Library 
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The objectives of a library are to promote 
an enlightened citizenship and to enrich per- 
sonal life, without either of which a democracy 
cannot exist. The extent to which a library 
fulfills these objectives in the next few years 
will determine whether it is a finished agency, 
or one which is a positive part of the com- 
munity it serves. 

An adequate, purposeful library for every 
American is the aim of the National Plan. 

An appraisal of American public libraries 
shows them falling into three groups, accord- 
ing to incomes and populations served. 

1. 50 million are served by libraries with 

annual incomes of $37,500 or more 
2. 50 million are served by libraries with 
annual incomes of less than $37,500 

3. 35 million are with no libraries at all 
The average income is .52 per capita, although 
A.L.A. has set $1.50 as the lowest amount 
for minimum service. Many of the profession- 
al personnel are deficient in educational back- 
ground and specialized training 

The implementation of the National Plan 
would bring library materials to all by means 
of adequately trained personnel, well selected 
books and audio-visual aids, through efficiently 
planned and located buildings and mobile 
units. 

Social changes make this plan seem plausible 
through larger units of service, all of which 
would serve 25,000 or more people, and have 
incomes of at least $37,500 annually. Probable 
patterns would be 

1. Independent libraries in cities of over 

25,000 

2. County libraries serving entire area, or 

larger part of large county 
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THE NATIONAL PLAN 


TRY HUNTTING’S 


COMPLETE LIBRARY SERVICE 


3. Regional or multicounty libraries 
4. Federated groups of libraries 
5. Special state districts 
There are two activities which will help to 
carry out the purpose of the National Plan. 
1. The Public Library Inquiry, financed 
by the Carnegie Corporation 
2. The Demonstration Bill, which is a 
type of Federal participation in helping 
to develop an overall library service 
called for in the National Plan 
A partial picture of the situation in Michi- 
gan is shown with these figures— 
30 libraries serve areas with populations 
of 25,000 or over 
13 are cities 
9 are counties 
8 are school districts 
15 libraries have incomes of $37,500, or 
more, annually 
9 are cities 
1 is county 
8 are school districts 
Library planning on a state and national 
scale is proceeding and there will be articles in 
the Michigan Librarian and in the A.L.A. 
Bulletin in which everyone should be interest- 
ed. (See Sept. 1948 A.L.A. Bulletin) Those 
to follow in the Michigan Librarian will dis- 
cuss 
1. Local, state and national responsibility 
in planning and support 


2. Library finance and the role of the 
citizen in relation to the library 
3. Library equipment including buildings, 


books and other aids 
+. Research for library improvement and 
growth 








We are in a position to fill all orders, promptly and carefully — 
We will supply any book — of any publisher 


For books subject to hard usage, 


Liberal Discounts On All Trade Books 


THE H. R. HUNTTING COMPANY eLibrary Specialists 
OF ANY PUBLISHER - 


ANY BOOK — 


however, we especially recommend 
HUNTTING’S LIBRARY BUCKRAM BINDINGS 





- in any binding — 


Springfield 5, Mass. 
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HOTEL STATLER 


FINE ACCOMMODATIONS 


In the Heart of the Shopping Center. 
Make your headquarters at the Statler 


Washington Blvd. at Park 





Detroit, Michigan 











WHERE TO EAT IN DETROIT 


Within the downtown area: 


Hotel Statler. 

Cafe Rouge—Food not unusual, but good 
quality and adequately prepared. If you 
are in a hurry, try the Cafeteria in the base- 
ment. 

Frame’s, 1443 Farmer St. 

An attractive tearoom where the emphasis 
is on good food. Serves lunch and dinner. 

The J. L. Hudson Tea Rooms, 1206 Wood- 

ward Ave. 13th floor. 

Three tearooms serving dainty luncheons 
and stressing elegance of service. For leisure- 
ly luncheon and not a place to go when 
time is short. Non-smokers will enjoy the 
room reserved for them. 

Olde Wayne Club, 1033 Wayne St. 

An out-of-the way place serving good food 
and liquor. Though the dining room has a 
bar, unescorted women will not feel out of 
place during the dinner hour. 

Pontchartrain Wine Cellars, 618 Wayne. 
French cuisine and atmosphere - wine served 
with all meals. Expensive. 

Russian Bear Inn, 25 W. Columbia. 
Russian food served to the strains of a bala- 
laika orchestra. 

Schweitzer’s Grill, 260 Hastings. 

No atmosphere, but good food planned 
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particularly to appeal to the masculine 
appetite. 
Stouffer’s, 1450 Washington Blvd; 1125 
Shelby ; 625 Woodward. 
Tea-room type menus, with food well pre- 
pared and attractively served. Serve break- 
fast, lunch, and dinner. Often crowded 
during the dinner hour, but service is fast. 
Farther away, but worth the trip. 


Chidwa Tea Room, 11536 Woodward. 

A small and charming tea-room where the 
food is excellent. Serves lunch and full- 
course dinners. 

Huyler’s L’Aiglon, Fisher Building, W. 

Grand Blvd. and Second Blvd. 

Good food served in a restful atmosphere. 

Joe Muer, 2000 Gratiot. 

Specializes in seafood. 

Lelli’s Inn, 7618 Woodward. 

Italian style food with steaks and chops the 
speciality. 

The Stockholm Restaurant, 1014 E. Jefferson. 
Modern Swedish decor as a setting for ex- 
cellent food. The specialty of the house is 
the Smorgasbord. 

Cecilia Hoffmann, 
Detroit Public Library 
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FOUR YEAR GOALS 


Statement of Policy Adopted by A.L.A. Council, January 31, 1948 


We, the American Library Association, 
enter our 72nd year of service to the advance- 
ment of libraries and librarianship with the 
firm belief that the critical problems of our 
time demand a redirection of the services of 
every library. To help achieve this redirect- 
tion, the American Library Association has 
developed a program of action termed the 
“Four Year Goals,” to be attained in whole, 
or large measure, by 1951, the 75th annivers- 
ary of the A.L.A. 

This program recognizes that the critical 
problems facing the American people today 
have placed a heavy responsibility upon our 
libraries. They and other agencies must now 
put major emphasis on spreading information 
and stimulating citizen action upon the solu- 
tion of these problems. They must do more 
then (sic) relate their services to the problems. 
Libraries will have to change the intensity, 
direction, and even the nature of their services 
so that what the library does will contribute 
directly to the solutions. 

The problems concern peace, food, and 
security. They are international, national, 
and local; political, economic, and _ social, 
racial, agricultural, industrial, ideological, and 
spiritual. ‘They are not new in themselves. 
But they are newly dangerous, because they 
exist in an atomic age. They must be solved 
peacefully. 

Solutions of these problems require know- 
ledge, understanding, expression, and action 
in every community, every institution, and 
every group. Yet the solutions are being 
sought in an atmosphere of misunderstanding, 
confusion, apathy, and ignorance. 

Many agencies must share in the task of dis- 
pelling this atmosphere. It is the library’s 
job to make sure that opinion leaders and other 
citizens have the widest possible range of re- 
liable information on which to base. their 
judgments and action 

In pursuing this objective, the library need 
not depart from its traditional role of provid- 
ing information on all sides of controversial 
questions. By selection of subjects and service 
programs for emphasis, it will try to: 

Have an influence on what people think 
about, without telling people what conclusions 
they should reach, Make it difficult for any- 
one within its span of influence to remain 
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ignorant or apathetic about the great issues of 
our time. 

Help to make individuals and organizations 
realize that they should not only know and 
understand but should also express their opin- 
ions and act in accordance with their judg- 
ment. 

Cooperate to these ends with all other 
agencies of education and information. 

Ten thousand libraries and 40,000 librarians 
devoted to this program can help immeasur- 
ably to banish indifference, arouse interest, 
and increase the competence of people to form 
sound judgments and to act upon them. 

THE TASK IS URGENT, THE TIME 
IS NOW. SUCH RESOURCES AS LI- 
BRARIES HAVE MUST BE USED TO 
THE LIMIT. 

We believe that the following steps which 
comprise the ‘‘“Four Year Goals” can be taken 
to increase the competence of libraries and 
librarians to make the maximum contribution 
to the solution of America’s critical problem: 

1. PROGRAMS AND TYPES OF 
SERVICE IN EVERY LIBRARY 
WHICH WILL CONTRIBUTE 
TO THE AWARENESS AND 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
URGENT PROBLEMS. 

2. INFORMATIONAL AND EDU- 
CATIONAL MATERIALS _IN 
EVERY LIBRARY ADEQUATE 
IN QUANTITY, SUITABLE IN 
QUALITY AND VARIETY, AND 
SO ORGANIZED AS TO SERVE 
THE PURPOSES STATED IN 
THE PREAMBLE. 

3. GOOD LIBRARY SERVICE FOR 
EVERY AMERICAN. 

4+. EVERY LIBRARY STAFFED BY 
AN ADEQUATE NUMBER OF 
LIBRARIANS, COMPETENT TO 
PERFORM THE PUBLIC SERV- 
ICE SUGGESTED ABOVE. 

The American Library Association solicits 

the support of the American people. 

THIS IS A PROGRAM OF ACTION 
—A CHALLENGE TO EVERY LI- 
BRARIAN IN THE LAND. WHAT IS 
YOUR LIBRARY GOING TO DO 
ABOUT IT? 

—Digested from 4.L.A4. Bulletin March 1948 


The Michigan Librarian 
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DISTRICT MEETINGS 
DISTRICT TWO 

Registration for the Librarians and Trustees 
of District 2 was held in Downs Hall Adrian 
College, Adrian, on May 13 at 9:30 A.M. 

With the Chairman, Mr. H. Glenn Fitch, 
presiding, a joint meeting was held at ten 
o'clock. After a program presented by the 
Music Department of Adrian College, the 
visitors were welcomed by Dr. S. J. Harrison, 
President of Adrian College. Mr. Hobart 
Coffey, President of M.L.A., extended greet- 
ings and made several announcements for the 
Association, 

The Librarians and Trustees held separate 
business meetings and elections of officers. 

The Trustees group held a panel discussion: 
“Libraries, Government and Taxations.”” Mrs. 
Loleta Fyan, Mrs. Gertrude Kunze and Miss 
Evelyn Parks were the speakers. 

Following the business meetings the Librar- 
ians listened to a panel discussion: ‘Public 
Relations and the Library.” Mr. Philip 
Gentile, Mr. Claude E. Porter, Miss Cecilia 
I. Hoffman and Mr. Otto W. Haisley served 
on the panel. 

Lunch was served in the College Dining 
Hall. 

A joint session in the afternoon was address- 
ed by Dr. R. Clyde Ford, Retired Head of 
the Department of Modern Languages, 
Michigan State Normal College. His topic 
was “Among the Books”. 

DISTRICT THREE 

The Downtown Y.W.C.A., Detroit, was 
the meeting place for District 3, on May 12. 
In the absence of Mr. Walter Kaiser, Chair- 
man, Miss Josephine Smith, Vice-Chairman, 
presided. 

A joint meeting in the morning, listened to 
an address by Dr. Bernard Berelson, Dean of 
Graduate Library School, University of Chi- 
cago whose subject was “The Sociology of 
Reading.” 

The following topics were discussed: the 
effects of reading, reading versus listening, 
the role of the newspaper and radio, the book 
industry, the influence of the library on a 
community, who reads what, recent studies 
on reading, and the Great Books program. 

Lunch was served to 130 persons in the 
Social Hall of the Y W.C.A. 

The program for the afternoon meeting was 
a panel discussion on ‘“The Selection of Books 


(Continued on page 19) 
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FRAME’S 


“Where Detroiters and 
World Wide Travelers Meet” 


Listed in Duncan Hines’ 
“Adventures in Good Eating” 


COLONIAL APPOINTMENTS 
LUNCHEONS - DINNERS 


Downtown - Near All Leading 
Hotels 


1443-45 Farmer St. RA 8490 
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STOUFFER’S 
RESTAURANT 


“The Food is Wonderful 
at STOUFFER’S” 


A Distinguished Eating Place. 


1450 Washington Blvd. 


625 Woodward Avenue 
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COLOPHON CLUB 


Western Michigan College of Education 
DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARIANSHIP ACCREDITED 


Announcement was made in April by the 
American Library Association Board of Edu- 
cation tor Librarianship that the recently es- 
tablished Department of Librarianship at 
Western Michigan College of Education, 
Kalamazoo is fully accredited as a Type III 
(undergraduate) library school. Two pro- 
grams of study are offered at Western, one 
preparing for service in school libraries and 
one for service in county libraries—both pro- 
grams lead to the bachelor’s degree with a 
major in Library Science. Students who matri- 
culate in the school library program must 
qualify also for the teaching certificate while 
students in the county library program are 
given opportunity to elect work in state and 
local government and also in rural sociology 
in the Division of Rural Life and Education. 
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Offerings in the 1948 Summer Session are 
as follows: 
202 Reading Interests of Children Three 
semester hours 
303 Selection of Reading Materials Three 
semester hours 
305 Curriculum Enrichment Three semest- 
er hours 
311 Reference Service Three semester hours 
360 Organization of Library Materials 
Two semester hours 
362 The Library in the Modern Community 
Two semester hours 
For further information please write to the 
Director 
Miss Alice Louise Le Fevre 
Department of Librarianship 
Western Michigan College of Education 
Kalamazoo +5, Michigan 


The Michigan Librarian 
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DISTRICT MEETINGS 


(Continued from page 17) 

in a Public Library.” The moderator, Mr. 
Benjamin A, Custer, Chief of Processing of 
the Detroit Public Library, gave a brief intro- 
duction on Standards of Selection, some of 
which are: literary merit, validity and posi- 
tive usefulness. He explained how books are 
chosen for home reading in the Detroit Public 
Library. The four panel members demon- 
strated how a book committee arrives at a 
decision on a certain book. Each member of 
the panel gave a short book review as follows: 
Mrs. Elleine Stone ‘““The American People” 
by Gorer; Miss Elsie Gordon, “Miracle of 
the Bells” by Janney; Miss Margaret Stewart, 
“King Jesus” by Graves; Mrs. Pearl Good- 
man, ““The Tennessee, v.2, The New River” 
by Davidson. 

DISTRICT FOUR 

Friday, May 14, was the date of the meet- 
ing of District + which was held in the Field 
House on the campus of Aquinas College, 
Grand Rapids. 

Over 80 Librarians and ‘Trustees met 
jointly in the morning with Mrs. Majel Reed, 
Chairman, presiding. Reports and announce- 
ments from the Executive Board, the State 
Library and Legislative Committee were 
heard. Trustees and Librarians held separate 
business meetings and elections of officers. 

A box lunch was served in the Aquinas 
Library overlooking the terrace, where a pro- 
fusion of May flowers attracted the visitors. 

The program for the afterncon was a panel 
discussion on the topic, “Public Relations and 
the Library.” Miss Ruth Warncke, Librarian 
of Kent County Library acted as moderator. 
The panel members were Mr. Vance Loyer, 
Belding business man, Mrs. Lynn Clark, 
Trustee from Rockford, Mr. Thomas Davies, 
Librarian from Ionia and Mrs Grace Burgett, 
Library consultant, Michigan State Library. 

Audience participation raised the following 
points for discussion: Program of Public Re- 
lations in which entire staff is involved; Ap- 
peal to special groups—adults, teen-agers, 
industrial groups; Avenues of approach, films, 
radio, record player; Library Public Relations 
as an educational process so the whole com- 
munity will have a better understanding. 

Among the conclusions drawn were the 
following: The staff is the heart of Public 
Relations so far as the Library is concerned ; 

(Continued on page 28) 
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EXPECT 
MORE 
CIRCULATIONS 


When You Buy 
“Bound to Stay Bound” 
BINDING 


Library 
Rebinding 


Prebound 


New Books 


Be sure to visit our 
Booth at M.L.A. Meeting 


New Method 
Book Bindery 


Inc. 


Jacksonville, Illinois 
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CATALOG SECTION 
The Michigan Regional Group of Catalog- 
ers held its spring meeting May 7, 1948, in the 
University of Michigan League at Ann Arbor. 
Sixty-eight members and guests were present 
at the luncheon and afternoon meeting. The 
president, Miss Phoebe Lumaree, Western 
Michigan College of Education, presided. 
Miss Alberta L. Brown, librarian of the 
Upjohn Company, Kalamazoo, gave an inter- 
esting talk on “Indexing and Cataloging in a 
Business Library.”’ She described the special 
applications of cataloging routines necessary 
in a library servicing an industrial concern. 
The unique procedures were illustrated by 
many sample catalog cards 
The second half of the program was de- 
voted to a consideration of the Library of 
Congress Rules for Descriptive Cataloging. 
Miss Marian A. Young, Detroit Public Li- 
brary, read a paper on the difference between 
these and the old rules in the cataloging of 
monographs and Mrs Orcena Mahoney, 
Wayne University, presented a paper on the 
cataloging of serials. Miss Katherine E. 
Schultz, associate professor, University of 
Michigan Department of Library Science, led 
the discussion period which followed. Mem- 
bers raised questions about the various rules 
and expressed their views upon the advisability 
ot certain changes. 
Frances M. Gardner, Secretary, 
Michigan Regional Group of 
Catalogers 





AN INVITATION TO EARNING 

As an aid to Recruiting, the Detroit Public 
Library has put out an attractive handbook 
entitled ‘‘An Invitation to Earning”. A pros- 
pective candidate for Librarianship will find 
in its pages a most helpful outline on the 
make-up of the Library. A brief history of 
the Detroit institution is followed by informa- 
tion on qualifications most needed for a career 
in such varied types of library work as Cata- 
loging, Work with children, Reference serv- 
ices, and Adult home reading services. 

The candidate will also find a Salary 
Schedule, information on Hours of Work, 
Vacations, Sick Leave, Retirement Systems 
and Staff Organizations. The brochure 
answers all the questions that usually occur to 
a young person investigating a future vocation 
and should be an excellent, effective guide for 
vocational councilors in high schools and 
colleges. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY 

(By Anne Campbell) 
A Public library is more 
Than just a room. A world of peace 
Awaits behind that heavy door. 
When I arrive, I find release 
From pettiness and biting care. 
Here is a kingdom for my mind 
To stretch its wings in. I can share 
These riches for all men designed. 


Upon the shelves are treasures far 

More potent than is purest gold. 

Ideas waiting tor me are 

Like warming smiles of friends grown old. 
From crowded shelves, hands that are dead 
Stretch out, and lips are speaking now 
With balm, for the uncomforted 

And mercy for the dark of brow. 


Here, every day a laborer, 
A badge on his blue overalls, 
Comes for the fantasies that stir 
Within the books that line these walls. 
Here come the poor, the broken hearts, 
The frustrated, who only see 
True beauty when a book imparts 
Its wisdom in the library. 
From—Grand Rapids Press 
via The Beil Syndicate 





UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

On the recommendation of the faculty of 
the Department of Library Science, the Mar- 
garet Mann scholarship in Library Science 
has been awarded to Mr. Russell E. Bidlack, 
Manilla, Lowa. 

Mr. Bidlack who is a graduate of Simpson 
College, Indianola, lowa, will receive his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Library Science 
from the University of Michigan at the Com- 
mencement exercises on Saturday, June 12. 
Mr. Bidlack, a veteran of World War I, 
was in charge of the Simpson College Library 
for the summer of 1947 before coming to Ann 
Arbor this fall. 

The Margaret Mann Scholarship was es- 
tablished in 1938 by alumni of the Department 
of Library Science to honor Associate Profes- 
sor Margaret Mann on her retirement from 
teaching. The award carries a stipend of 
$75.00 and is given in recognition of outstand- 
ing work as a student and professional promise 
in librarianship. It was awarded last year to 
Miss Emilie V. Wiggins of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
now in the Descriptive Catalog Department of 
the Army Medical. Library, Washington, D.C. 


The Michigan Librarian 
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HIGH 
CHAIR 


By 


De Lyle Runge 





There Came A Letter 
i from Jessie Mae Sanderson to Claxton 
Helms with this pencilled notation at the 
bottom: “How about sending a copy of this 
to De Lyle for the JMS High Chair?” So 
here is the letter. (Of course the paucity of 
news items from other JM sections has noth- 
ing to do with this inclusion!) 

Department of the Army 

Office of the Chief of Special Services 

Washington 25, D.C. 

I am writing this to solicit your aid in our 
problem of recruiting librarians for overseas 
duty with the Army library service in the 
Far East and Europe. 

At the present time we are in need of ap- 
proximately 85 people, the bulk of whom are 
required in the Far East, that is, Japan, 
Korea, the Philippines and the Marianas. 

(signed) Paul E. Postell 
Chief, Library Branch 





We Hope The Weather Is Nice 


for that all important day, Sunday, May 
2nd, when the Grand Rapids Junior Members 
play host to guests from Detroit, from 
Kalamazoo, and from Mason, at the annual 
Junior Members summer rally. Or is it a 
spring rally? 


This column carried an announcement in 
the last issue of MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN 
about the possibility of holding such a meeting 
in Grand Rapids this year. Receiving favor- 
able responses from Kalamazoo and Detroit, 
Betty Farrell called a special meeting of the 
Grand Rapids section to formulate plans for a 
rally. A committee was appointed, plans for a 
dinner completed and a speaker engaged. The 
date set was May 2nd. 
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JUNIORS’ 





A Recruiting Suggestion 
might be taken from the project under- 
taken by the Grand Rapids Juniors, reports 
Claxton Helms, chairman of a recruiting 
committee that staged a Vocational Open 
House Day at the Grand Rapids Public Li- 
brary on Friday, April 30th. 

Building this year’s plans on a_ similar 
project undertaken by the library last year, 
the committee came up with a workable series 
of ideas that won the interest and approval of 
all the vocational guidance counselors in the 
local high schools. 

First step in the project was to visit each 
counselor personally, explaining the idea and 
plans for the event. Permission had previously 
been secured from the superintendent of 
schools allowing any interested student to be 
excused from school to participate in the vo- 
cational project. 

From the counselors were secured the names 
of all Junior and Senior high school students 
interested in librarianship as a career. 

When the 50 interested students assembled 
at the library on the scheduled Friday morn- 
ing, they found a newspaper reporter and 
photographer on hand waiting for feature 
story material and pictures During the morn- 
ing which the recruits spent in the library, 
they examined one of the library’s two book- 
mobiles, saw two films (one on librarianship 
as a career, the other on book production), 
practiced production on a library radio script, 
enjoyed a “break” with cokes and cookies, and 
wrote a 22 question quiz based on the material 
that had been presented. 


On their tour through the library, the 
students, escorted by Junior Members, saw the 
more human behind-the-scenes operation of a 
large library in action. In short get-acquainted 
talks with various library staff members, they 
learned about the many “extra” activities in 
which the professional librarian usually par- 
ticipates: community talks, book reviews, 
program planning, radio production, publicity 
releases--interesting activities that the students 
did not previously associate with the library 
profession, 

What do you think of the idea for your 
community? Want to give it a try? The 
recruiting field is wide open! 








COMMITTEE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE NATIONAL PLANS 


Summary of Proceedings of Jan. 29 and Feb. 1, 1948, Meetings 


The first meetings of the Committee on the 
Implementation of the National Plans, author- 
ized by the A.L.A. Executive Board in Octo- 
ber, 1947, were held in conjunction with the 
Mid-Winter Conference of the Association, 
January 29-February 1, 1948. As indicated 
by its name, this Committee is charged with 
promoting and designating the use to be made 
of the national plans* which have been de- 
veloped for every type of library and library 
service. It is concerned with the critical 
problem of how all librarians, trustees and 
friends of libraries immediately and vigorously 
proceed to take full advantage of, to fully 
implement, the national plans for the increase 
and improvement of al/ types of libraries and 
library services, to a uniformly competent 
level, nationally. As the result of these meet- 
ings, the Committee adopted the following 
6-point program: 

1. To cause and assist the organization or 
reorganization of State Planning Commit- 
tees for libraries in every state so that they 
uniformly represent the interests of ail 
types of libraries and include all other 
representation that can conceivably con- 
tribute to or affect library planning and 
plan execution. 

2. ‘To cause and assist the formal or informal 
organization of representatives of State 
Planning and Implementation Committees 
on a regional basis for the purpose of ex- 
changing experiences and procedures and 
information of successes and failures in 
planning and plan execution efforts; such 
organization to follow the pattern of 
arbitrarily determined geographical reg- 
ions or the pattern of existing Regional 
Library Associations. 
To cause and assist the organization of 
citizen support on a statewide basis in 
every state with key representation in each 
state and federal voting district and in 
each county or similar unit of local 
government. 

+. ‘To arrange for and assist in the establish- 
ment of a centralized, unified and con- 
trolled program of publicity for continu- 
ously interpreting and publicizing the 


~ 


objectives, acts and accomplishments of 

the SPIC. 

To act and operate as a clearinghouse of 

information and services nationally, for 

all State Planning and Implementation 

Committees; to include such activities as 

the preparation and distribution of nation- 

ally applicable releases to all State Plan- 
ning Committees, Speakers’ bureau service 
and such other activities designed to pro- 
mote and assist in the full development 
and operation of State Planning and 

Implementation Committees. 

6. To cooperate insofar as possible in the 
work of other national A.L.A. committees 
and groups engaged in specific phases of 
library planning and plan execution. 
EDWARD A. CHAPMAN, Chairman 
A.L.A. Committee on Implementation 

of the National Plans 

* Library Planning and Standards (Rev. 

Jan 1948) A.L.A. Headquarters, 50 E. 

Huron Street, Chic., Ill. A_ bibliography. 


wal 


TEACHER-LIBRARIAN INSTITUTE 

September 17-19 has been set as the date for 
the 1948 institute for teacher-librarians at 
Waldenwoods Camp near Hartland, Michi- 
gan Mildred Batchelder, Chief, Department 
of Information and Advisory Services, Ameri- 
can Library Association will be the consultant. 

A panel discussion on Cooperation of th 
School Library, Community Library and thé 
County Library will be conducted with 
Catherine O’Connell of Central Michigan 
College of Educat’on as coordinator. 

The Waldenwocds Institute is sponsored by 
the School Libraries Section of the Michigan 
Library Association. Chairman for this year 
is Elizabeth Dawson. Registrar for the con- 
ference is Lucille Prange. Other committee 
members for the institute are Inez Whalen, 
Josephine Wedemeyer, Ingrid Miller, and 
Hazel Madden. 

Teachers, supervisors principals, superin- 
tendents and others interested in school li- 
braries are encouraged to atend Letters and 
application blanks will be sent to librarians 
and superintendents in September. 


The Michigan Librarian 
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CATHOLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


New officers, elected for a two-year period 
in the Michigan unit of the Catholic Library 
Association, are chairman, Sister M. Petronia; 
vice-chairman, Mrs. F.C. Pageau; secretary- 
treasurer, Mary FE. Griffin. Directors are 
Rev. Vincent Dieckman, O.F.M. and Rev. 
Daniel O’Connell, S.J. 

The annual meeting of the unit was held 
at Immaculata High School, Detroit, April 25. 

Principal speaker was Richard J. Hurley, 
Department of Library Science, University of 
Michigan. Speaking on “The Catholic Li- 
brary’s Challenge to the Atomic World”, Mr. 
Hurley emphasized the need for the establish- 
ment of more libraries in Catholic elementary 
schools as the ground-work for teaching young 
people to apreciate the value and heritage of 
books. Noting that such writers as Maritain 
and de Nouy have declared that man is fast 
becoming an economic factor rather than a 
moral being, Mr. Hurley stated that a moral 
revolution must take place if the world is to 
survive. He placed stress on the part books, 
especially books for young people, can and 
should play in bringing about this change in 
man’s outlook. 

Reports on two library survey projects were 
also given at the meeting. Sister M. Georgia, 
R.S.M., reported on the survey of Catholic 
hospital libraries in Michigan. A report was 
also given on a survey of elementary parochial 
school libraries in this state which is now 
under way. 

Mary E. Griffin, 
Marygrove College Library 





YOUR DOORWAY TO OPPORTUNITY 


The above eye-catching caption appears on 
the cover of the new monthly bulletin pub- 
lished by the Grand Rapids Public Library. 
It accompanies a photographic reproduction 
of the opened doorway to the Ryerson Library 
Building. 

The four page bulletin is designed to pre- 
sent brief, salient articles on the Library’s 
services, both new and old. A list of recent 
books added to the Library, appears on the 
back, 

The second number, just out, carries items 
on the Special Vacation Loans, the new Photo- 
stat Service and the Music Records depart- 
ment. Illustrated with cartoon-type drawings 
and neatly multilithed, it is just the right size 
for the patron to slip in his book. 
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KALAMAZOO 


William Chait, former chief of personnel, 
Milwaukee Public Library, became chief 
librarian, Kalamazoo Public Library on April 
26, succeeding Miss Jeanne Griffin. 


Mr. Chait has been chief of in-service train- 
ing and personnel control in the Milwaukee 
Public Library for the last two years. For 
two years previous to the Milwaukee position, 
he served as service command librarian of the 


Second Service Command of the U.S. Army. 

Born in New York City, Mr. Chait is 32 
years of age. He held various positions with 
the Brooklyn, N.Y’, public library during the 
period between 1935 and 1945. Mr. Chait 
received his A.B. from Brooklyn College in 
1934, his B.S. in L.S. from Pratt Library 
School in 1935; and completed studies for his 
master’s degree at the Columbia University 
Library School in 1938. He is a member of 
the A.L.A., the Wisconsin Library Association 
and served as treasurer of the Brooklyn Public 
Library Staff Association and of the United 
Staff Association. 





DOUBLEDAY AND CO., INC. 


INSTITUTIONAL DEPARTMENT 


GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 


Besides having assurance of ex- 
cellent selection, both large and 
small libraries save money in 
buying the JUNIOR LITERARY 
GUILD books because of the 
substantial discounts and strong 
bindings. 


Wm. H. Smith, District Manager 
727 West Michigan Avenue 
Battle Creek, Michigan 
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By Alta Parks 


With Eleanor Hillman, librarian at Luding- 
ton, it isn’t a case of painting the town, it’s 
getting the library painted before the wed- 
ding—and it’s all done. Apparently that 
house or apartment has materialized, for 
Eleanor has handed in her resignation to take 
etfect May 15, and the weding bells ring on 
May 22. We all wish her the best! 

It’s wedding bells for Jean Lentz, chief of 
circulation at the Jackson Public Library. 
Jean is marrying Frederick Yunck of San- 
dusky, Ohio. 

Jackson shouldn’t have been so modest when 
they sent in their news. Did you know they 
have purchased a retired city bus and are con- 
verting it for bookmobile service. We under- 
stand that Dorothy Dowsett and one of her 
girls drove it all around town to try it out 
and never got it out of second. Bet it took 
courage to do that. Ever drive a bus? We 
still think we'd like to try one, once at least. 

Royal Oak has been doing some experiment- 
ing with a different type of annual report 
This time it is an eight page mimeographed 
sheet, each folded, and pictures to illustrate 
trick captions used. Bet it’s being read by the 
general public. Clever doings. It’s the sort 
of thing any library could do. 

We're delighted to know that our column 
is read at least occasionally as far west as 
California. Mrs. Carrie Palmer, Royal Oak 
librarian, reports that our comment on Miss 
Smith’s “Sparks from the ‘Tinder Box” 
brought a request from Sacramento. Of 
course the Wilson Bulletin brought requests 
concerning the mimeographed annual report 
from many morc—such as U. of Denver, 
Texas State University, Sioux City, lowa, and 
Union, South Carolina, but then—look who 
they are! 


2+ 


Letter turning around is common, but 
sometimes it does interesting things—there’s 
the man who asked for the Cint Flity direct- 
ory. 


Other Flint items include— 


The wife of an old time omnivorous reader 
refused to take home books we recommended. 
He phoned us “Don’t listen to my wife. You 
know a great deal better than she what I want 
to read, you've known me longer.” 

“Ny club wants me to stage a tableau of 
the Nativity, which must include all the 
officers and six ladies in elegant evening 
gowns with corsages. Can you help?” (We'd 
like to know what was suggested. ) 


“Please give me arguments on the affirma- 
tive of the question: The modern mechanical 
age is contrary to the will of God.” 

“My deceased wife told me in a dream last 
night to send money to the Belgian Congo 
mission. I’ve sent the money. now please give 
me some information on the place.” 


Can you give me some book on influencing 
people’s minds which I can study and use to 
influence the minds of the officers of the 

corporation to buy my husband’s 
patent ?” 

The Lansing Public Library lost two of its 
members during April. Martha Schwass 
Petersen, assistant to Mrs Bock, Head of 
Work with Children and Young People, left 
about April | for a permanent job as home- 
maker. 

Kenneth C. Knight, Head of Extension and 
Public Relations, has been forced by a lack of 
housing for his family to resign and take a 
position as assistant to the Natural History 
Librarian at the University of Illinois. 

Bernice Gantt, Children’s Librarian at 
Grand Rapids P.L., is being married to Mr. 
William Hoppe of Oklahoma City on June 
11. They will live in Oklahoma City. 


The Michigan Librarian 








pr 
4 


on 


fo 
co 








ider 
ded. 
You 
‘ant 


1 of 
the 
ling 
Je’d 


ma- 
‘ical 


last 
ngo 
rive 


Mr. 


une 











BEHIND THE STACKS 

The Kalamazoo Public Library is providing 
reading advisory service to three labor groups 
at their semi-weekly meetings, under the di- 
rection of Mrs. Gladys Miller, community 
group counsellor. ‘This service is “custom 
tailored” to fit each group’s needs and inter- 
ests both on the job and off the job, and 
personal problems and hobbies are not over- 
looked. Books and pamphlets previously re- 
quested by the group and individual members 
are taken to each meeting. Some of the re- 
quests have been for information on_labor- 
management relations; arbitration of griev- 
ances; current events, international and 
national; books relating to specific jobs, 
such as processes in paper making. Books 
on hobbies are also popular. Help on problems 
of everyday living are asked for frequently, 
especially how-to-do-it books on home, auto 
and radio repair, furniture refinishing, and 
interior painting. 

New visual aids materials are being added 
to the Kalamazoo Public Library’s collection. 
Recently films on “Great Lakes’, ‘Mexico’, 
“Glacier National Park’? and ‘America’s 
Wonderlands”’ were added in the art depart- 
ment. A new opaque projector to replace the 
old one was also added. This department 
now includes both silent and sound 16-mm 
projectors; 2 x 2 slide projector, 32 x 4 slide 
projector, and screens 39”? x 52” and 30” x 
40”. This equipment is loaned to the public 
on a rental basis. 

Royal Oak is always doing something. Be- 
fore Easter it was an Easter egg decorating 
contest for the children. 61 entries and 85 
eggs were the result and the prizes to 6 child- 
ren were difficult to decide upon. Books were 
the prizes and each entrant received a basket 
of candy eggs. 

On April 18, the Friends of the Library 
sponsored a tea for the authors of the com- 
munity. Present were Mrs. Virginia Chase 
Perkins of Pleasant Ridge, author of “Dis- 
covery’; Mr. J. Fred Lawton of Berkley, 
author of ‘“Hurry-Up Yost’; Jules A. 
Demonet of Huntington Woods, ‘Key to 
Happiness”; Mr. J. B. Sparks, Royal Oak, 
“Jacob’s Well of Life’; Mrs. Nella Davis 
Paulson, Royal Oak, ‘“Hilltops Have Sun- 
shine’; Mrs. Melba Marlett of Berkley, 
author of several novels, the latest of which is 
“Tomorrow Will be Monday”. Mrs. Marlett 
is also a playwright and has just sold a three- 
act play to be on Broadway this fall. You 
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can imagine that there was more than one 
present who felt like the lady who said, “I 
didn’t know there were that many writers 
who lived in this locality.” 

It’s back to the army for two weeks each 
for Irving Lieberman, Director of Extension 
at Michigan State Library, and DeLyle 
Runge, Public Relations Director, Grand 
Rapids Public. Irving goes to Ft. Monmouth 
and DeLyle to Ft. Knox. 

You know, you just can’t keep that Evelyn 
Parks out from under the desk. Since that last 
issue when we told of her “‘sticking’’ there, she 
has demonstrated the gentle art, for all Plan- 
ners to see. We suggest that all interested part- 
ies in the art of “desk sticking” contact Evelyn. 
Perhaps a workshop might be arranged. 

Ingham County Library has sort of adopted 
two new libraries and suggests that other li- 
braries might do the same. A penny postcard 
to Menominee County or St. Charles lists 
good materials available here, but which we 
do not need. A checking of this list by the 
library concerned, brings them the desired 
books, and they pay the postage on arrival. 
St. Charles has special delivery, for Charles 
H. Clipper, our janitor, used to live there and 
on his visits to the old town, takes along a 
box of books. 
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BEHIND THE STACKS 


The young principal of a county school had 
spent his day studying on our gallery upstairs 
all Saturday. About six P.M. we found he 
had spread out on the tables a full supper for 
himself, his wife, and two small children, and 
was quite astonished that we disapproved. 

St. Clair County has its new bookmobile, 
too. Open House was April 24 and the Truck 
went on the road April 26. Addie Gilbert, 
librarian, expresses the feeling nicely, ‘At 
last! We can hardly believe it ourselves. We 
are anxious to try it out on real trips and are 
making our first one tomorrow. It is just 
like building a house. We can see where we 
made some mistakes and could do better next 
time, we hope”’. 

A common feeling is expressed in Maureen 
Fisher's column in the Niles Daily Star. Made 
cautious by gifts of old books of improbable 
value, Maureen was made more so when a 
would-be donor of a collection of 19th century 
novels said, “I thought you liked old books. 
You have so many of them.” Maureen is 
having trouble with pigeons and wonders if 
stuffed owls would be of help. We suggest 
that she read all the literature on starlings, 
for it seems they must have something in 
common. 

Reference departments get the dizzy ones. 
From Bay City comes this serious one from a 
patron who wanted to know who the Knights 
of the Riddenhauer were After combing 
regular sources to no avail she was asked if 
she could give any further leads. She replied, 
“Well, maybe not the exact name. But in 
the seance my husband and I went to last 
night, he was told he was a direct descendant 
of the Kmghts of Riddenhauer. However, 
I'll go again next week and make sure of the 
spelling and also the dates.”” Bay City reports 
that it is stili waiting for more ethereal help. 

Newspapers aren't free of errors in spelling, 
timing, or combinations. From the Plymouth 
Mail comes this squib, ‘The library has re- 
cently received two new additions, One is 
Janet Burgett, a new member of the staff, 
and the other is a large green indoor plant to 
add to the scenery of the library. (Janet, 
they mean, no doubt.) The plant was con- 
tributed by one of the students.” 


Small sister brought this note into the 
Mason Library from big sister—A_ autobi- 
ography or biography of Gene Autry, Roy 


aT, 


Rogers, or some other great western person, 
(We obliged with some other) 

Definition found in a list of completion type 
questions in one of our books—a _ librarian 
directs traffic. 

Menominee County Library is finally in its 
new quarters at Stephenson. Dena Babcock, 
librarian, reports that ‘our opening is now 
past history and I am trying to get my country 
trips going once more. I could be more busy 
right here at my headquarters but cannot let 
myself think of that”. Sounds like the uni- 
versal complaint, doesn’t it? 

From Lansing Public Library comes these 
bits of human interest—There is the man who 
sent in his expired card for renewal, when re- 
quested via postcard, with the comment, 
“Render unto Caesar that which is Caesar's.” 
Xen Knight adds—‘‘We hope he didn’t for- 
get to contribute to the offering the next Sun- 
day he went to church.” 

Lucille Hardwick’s comment to her travel- 
ing companions on their trip to the Smokies 
during Spring Vacation is already becoming a 
stand-by. When asked if she was sure she 
knew where the best places were to eat and 
sleep, she answered, “Sure, I packed Hunecan 
Dines guides.” (to the editor—that’s right 
as is). 

We have a new name for Mr. Coffey who 
has pipe lines in many directions because of his 
contact with former law students—how about 
Pipeline Pete! We like his remedy for long 
winded telephone conversations too—so that 
he will not become completely worn out in 
the process, he says he lies down on the floor 
and rests the phone there. We trust this is at 


home, or was it in the library, Mr. Coffey? 


One of Wayne County Library’s branches 
was much concerned when a worried looking 
woman aproached the desk. ‘I want,” she 
said, “to see all the files of the local paper for 
the last vear. Have you got them?” They 
were produced, and the lady then volunteered 
this information. “I’ve just got to check 
right through all the issues and count up the 
funerals” As the librarian no doubt still 
looked puzzled, she continued, “You know 
that all the funerals in town are held by the 
one undertaker? Well, you’re new here, so 
you don’t know that I sing at every funeral 
but - that stupid undertaker has lost his records 
or something, so I have to check the obituary 
columns to get the number of funerals, so I 
can make out my income tax.” 
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BEHIND THE STACKS 


Wayne County’s Lincoln Park Branch is 
experimenting with a Girl Scout group in 
making personal delivery of books to homes of 
shut-ins. The girls go in twos and are de- 
tailed for the requests in the area near their 
homes. One of the regulations is that the 
girls may not enter the home unless the family 
is personally known to them and they have 
their parents’ permission to do so. 

Tsh! Tsh! According to THE PROPER 
BOSTONIANS, according to Wayne County 
Bulletin—etiquette in 1863 said, ‘“The perfect 
hostess will see to it that the works of male 
and female authors be properly separated on 
her bookshelves. Their proximity unless they 
happen to be married should not be tolerated.” 
Said writer should have the comment that one 
of our librarians received from a teen-ager— 
“Those books are not filthy. It’s all in your 
mind.”’ Perhaps ’tis. 

Mrs. Hazel Whipple, former bookmobile 
librarian in Genessee County, and later part- 
time worker at Ingham County, has accepted 
the position of Bookmobile Librarian in 
Branch County beginning May 15. Again 
good wishes to Hazel, and to small daughter 
Doris Anne, born January 3. 

The attendance record for Wayne County 
goes to Ada Murray, branch librarian at 
Plymouth. She has never taken a day’s sick 
leave in 19 years of service. We wonder if 
this wouldn’t be a record for the entire state. 

There's a poet on the staff of the Michigan 
State Library. He’s Joseph Cherwinski, Head 
of the Shipping Section His latest published 
item appeared in the April issue of Good- 
housekeeping Magazine and is effectively en- 
titled ““Hands of Foam’. Another has been 
accepted for future publication. 

The Lansing State Journal recently pub- 
lished a list of advantages of living in Lansing, 
compiled from a poll of out-of-town students 
at Michigan State College. The State Li- 
brary was listed eighth, right after “bar and 
cocktail facilities.’ (We always thought they 
were a friendly group. Do you think there’s 
some connection ? ) 

Mary Jeffcoat, formerly of Grand Rapids 
P.L. and now in the Reference Dept. of Law- 
son McGhee Library, Knoxville, Tenn, 
Writes to tell about the wonderful weekends 
at the cabin of the librarian, Helen Harris, 
in the Great Smokies. 

More wedding bells! Cupid dealt a double 
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dose to the Van Buren County Library staff. 
Melba Pearson, librarian, will be married 
May 22nd to Mr. Howard Haight of Allegan. 
The ceremony will take place in Fremont, 
Ohio. Miss Leola Anderson, secretary, has 
become engaged to that nice guy, Mr. William 
Hobbs, who takes such good pictures of the li- 
brary and its services, not to mention its staff. 
Congratulations ! 

Word has come from La Jolla, California, 
announcing the wedding of Adeline Cooke, 
our former president, and James Glenn France 
on April 25. They will be ‘at home” in 
Vista, California. 

If we figure correctly, this is our last 
column (thank goodness). Our thanks and 
grateful appreciation to all who helped us with 
their contributions. May you all rest happily, 
and never have to edit. 

ATTENTION LIBRARIANS 

The Public Relations Committee is anxious 
to secure for a mailing list the names and ad- 
dresses of the president or program chairman 
of state and local clubs in Michigan. Please 
send any information you may have to 

Clover M. Flanders 
80 W. Warren Avenue 
Detroit 1, Michigan. 
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DISTRICT MEETINGS 


(Continued from page 19) 

Public Relations means publicity, usually 
through local papers; A change in the “face” 
of the library will bring it to the attention of 
more people; Displays outside are a valuable 
medium for the Library. 

DISTRICT FIVE 

The Bay City Public Library was host to 
the members of District 5, on May 5. Miss 
Alice Pearsall, Chairman, presided before a 
gathering of nearly one hundred Trustees and 
Librarians. Mrs. Dorothy Hagerman repre- 
sented the State Board for Libraries, she dis- 
cussed recent legislation and its effect on local 
communities, 

Separate meetings were held for buisness 
and elections. The Librarians heard a demon- 
stration talk by Mr. Eugene E. Perrin, of the 
Dow Chemical Co, of Midland on ‘Fabrica- 
tion and Its Place in Modern Living.” 

The joint meeting in the afternoon was 
addressed by Dr. Carl Martenson, Saginaw 
Congregational Minister. He presented a 
resume of a lecture series on Non-fiction Books 
which was given during the Spring, for the 
Bay City Library. The speaker stressed the 
need for such library sponsored programs to 
make the library like “yeast,” a constant source 
of fermentation in the community’s social 
life. The library should never become a 
‘museum’, he said, but rather it must serve 
as a “radiation center for ideas.” ‘‘Democra- 
cy”, he said, is founded on the intelligent 
thinking of its people. Libraries should en- 
courage people to read, weigh, and then act’, 
if democracy is to be earned for this genera- 
tion. 

A film, “Not by Books Alone’, on the 
Rochester Public Library, concluded the after- 
noon program. 

Tea was served by the Bay City Library 
staff, with Mrs. Bourke Lodewyk and Mrs. 
A.H. MeMillan, wives of Library Board 
members, presiding at the tea table. 
DISTRICT SIX 

Traverse City Public Library was host to 
the members of District 6 for their meeting 
on May 27. Seventy Trustees and Librarians 
attended. 

Mrs. Ethel Saur, Chairman presided at the 
meeting. Mrs. Florence Dearing brought 
greetings from the State Board for Libraries. 
During a discussion on the topic ‘Public Re- 


lations in Libraries”, Miss Jeannette Johnson, 
State Library Consultant, brought out the 
following points: “Public Relations in Li- 
braries ranks as problem No 1 for two 
reasons; first, our material and resources, and 
second, the fact that we represent to the tax 
payers in our section, what we stand for. It 
is all the things we do to build friendship, 
good will and better understanding.” 

Luncheon was served at the Log Cabin 
Dining room, after which the visitors return- 
ed to the Library for the afternoon meeting. 

A film showing of “Atomic’ Power” was 
followed by a discussion on “Atomic Energy 
and Our Way of Life’. Colonel Karl Detzer, 
roving editor for Readers’ Digest, outlined 
the destructive power of the Atom bomb in 
war. He urged Librarians to do their part 
in promoting world peace. Mr. Harold 
Titus, State Conservation Department Com- 
missioner, explained the uses of atomic energy 
in promoting the growth of plants, and vari- 
ous economic uses in contrast to the destructive 
uses In war. 

DISTRICT SEVEN 

The thirtieth annual district meeting of the 
Upper Peninsula Library Association, which 
comprises District No. 7 of M.L A., was held 
on May 22 in the Carnegie Public Library at 
Ironwood. ‘There were 43 Librarians and 
Trustees present. 

After a light breakfast at 9 o’clock, the 
meeting was called to order by Miss Frances 
Meade, Chairman. Mr. Leonard McMan- 
man, City Attorney, welcomed the visitors. 
Mrs. George Hunter represented the State 
Board for Libraries and Mrs. Zona Williams, 
State Library consultant for the Upper Penin- 
sula, also extended greetings. 

Separate business meetings were held by the 
Librarians and ‘Trustees, after which they 
met for dinner in the Banquet Hall of the 
Memorial Building. 

Mr. Charles D, Rockhill of Lansing, ad- 
dressed the afternoon meeting. He spoke on 
the topic, “Public Relations in Libraries” and 
stated that “Libraries are essential to everyday 
living, and only when a library knows what 
subject the public is interested in, can it best 
serve the people.” 

Tea was served at the close of the meeting 
by the Ironwood Woman’s Club. A musical 
program of piano duets and selections by tlie 
Woman’s Club Chorus was given during the 
tea. 
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